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STATE FOR CROGERS, WH FOR VP OFFICE 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: KRIANGSAK PRESS CONFERENCE 

FOLLOWING IS THE USICA A TRANSLATION FROM A THAI-LANGUAGE 
TRANSCRIPT OF AN INTERVIEW WITH NEWSMEN BY PRIME MINISTER 
KRIANGSAK CHOMANAN AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE AFTER HIS MAY 4 AFTERNOON 
MEETING WITH VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

REPORTER: DO YOU KNOW THAT VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE WILL GIVE A 
PRESS INTERVIEW AT THE ERAWAN HOTEL TOMORROW? 

KRIANGSAK: YES, I DO. I WILL BE THERE IF I HAVE TIME OR IF I 
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HAVE FINISHED WORK AT THE PALACE. 

REPORTER: CAN YOU DISCLOSE THE TOPICS DISCUSSED TODAY? 

KRIANGSAK: THERE WERE MANY TOPICS: ON REFUGEES, ON NARCOTICS... 

WAIT A MINUTE. LET ME PUT THEM IN CONSECUTIVE ORDER, BECAUSE MY 
BRAIN IS AT SOME OTHER ISSUES. HIS INTEREST IS HERE IN ASIA. 

THEN, THE ISSUE OF EXCHANGE OF VIEWS REGARDING SOUTHEAST ASIA, 

AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS REGARDING THE WHOLE REGION. (TURNING TO SPEAK 
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TO HIS SECRETARY). LET ME TAKE A LOOK AT YOUR FOLDER. TELL THEM 
THE TOPICS. (HIS SECRETARY: THE FOLDER HAS BEEN FORWARDED THROUGH 
CHIEF OF STAFF VICHIEN; HE HAS TAKEN IT WITH HIM.) 

REPORTER: THE ISSUE OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE IS INCLUDED, ISN'T IT? 
KRIANGSAK: IT IS A TALK SATISFYING BOTH SIDES, INCLUDING MILITARY 
AFFAIRS, SUCH AS PURCHASE OF WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION. 

REPORTER: INCLUDING AIRPLANES? 

KRIANGSAK: THEY WILL SUPPLY ONE SQUADRON OF F-5E'S. 

REPORTER: EIGHTEEN AIRPLANES? 

KRIANGSAK: YES, EIGHTEEN, BUT PROBABLY MORE FOR SPARES. 

REPORTER: HOW ABOUT OTHER WEAPONS? ARE THEY GOING TO SELL THEM 
TO US? 

KRIANGSAK: YES, THEY ARE. THE DETAIL IS NOT YET KNOWN. THEY WILL 
TRY TO SELL MORE OF OTHER WEAPONS. 

REPORTER: ARE THESE 18 AIRPLANES APART FROM THE 16 ALREADY 
AGREED UPON? 

KRIANGSAK: IT MEANS ONE MORE SQUADRON. A SQUADRON MAY CONSIST OF 
18 TO 25 AIRPLANES OR 16 TO 25 AIRPLANES. 

REPORTER: WHEN WILL THESE BE DELIVERED? 

KRIANGSAK: VERY SOON. THEY WILL GIVE US FIRST. 

REPORTER: WHAT ABOUT THE ASEAN ISSUE, SIR? 

KRIANGSAK: IT WAS ALSO DISCUSSED. IT WAS A DISCUSSION ON THE 
MINISTERIAL-LEVEL ASEAN-U.S. MEETING TO BE HELD AROUND JUNE IN THE 
UNITED STATES. IT'S GOING TO BE AT A MINISTERIAL LEVEL, AN 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

REPORTER: WILL IT BE HELD IN JUNE FOR SURE? 
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KRIANGSAK: ER...MAYBE. PROBABLY IN JUNE. 

REPORTER: WHAT ATTITUDE DID VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE SHOW ABOUT 
ASEAN? 

KRIANGSAK: HE SUPPORTS IT. 

REPORTER: IN WHAT ASPECT? IN THE ASPECT OF SECURITY? 

KRIANGSAK: NO. NOT IN THE SECURITY ASPECT, BUT IN THE ECONOMIC 
ASPECT. HE SUPPORTS THE ECONOMIC ASPECT. 

REPORTER: IN THIS VISIT, DID HE SAY WHAT ADDITION AID WILL BE 
GIVEN ABOUT INDOCHINESE REFUGEES? 

KRIANGSAK: HE... FIRST, FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE WILL BE GIVEN. 

SECONDLY, OTHER COUNTRIES WILL BE PERSUADED TO JOIN. THE UNITED 
STATES ITSELF THINKS IT WILL ACCEPT 20,000 REFUGEES ANNUALLY AND 
THEN PERSUADE OTHER COUNTRIES TO LEND A HAND. 

REPORTER: THAT MONEY WILL BE INCREASED FROM 10 MILLION ANNUALLY, 
WON'T IT? 

KRIANGSAK: THE FIGURE IS NOT YET FIXED. DISCUSSION ON THIS 
MATTER IS ON A BROAD BASIS. 

REPORTER: REGARDING THE REQUEST, DOES IT MEAN THAT THEY ASK THAT 
THE REFUGEES REMAIN IN THAILAND FOREVER AND THEY WILL PROVIDE US 
WITH FINANCIAL SUPPORT? 

KRIANGSAK: NO, NOT FOREVER. TWENTY THOUSAND REFUGEES WILL BE 
MOVED FROM THAILAND ANNUALLY, BUT I REQUESTED THEM TO MOVE MORE 
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THAN TWENTY THOUSAND ANNUALLY. 

REPORTER: WHEN WILL THEY BEGIN? 

KRIANGSAK: THEY WILL BEGIN VERY SOON. 

REPORTER: DOES THE NUMBER OF 20,000 REFUGEES CONCERN THE UNITED 
STATES ALONE? 
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KRIANGSAK: 25,000 REFUGEES PER YEAR (SIC). 

REPORTER: IN THIS MANNER, WILL THERE BE A BALANCE BETWEEN THE 
NUMBER OF NEWBORNS AND THAT OF THOSE MOVED OUT? 

KRIANGSAK: THE NUMBER OF 25,000 REFUGEES IS THE TOTAL NUMBER, BUT 
FROM THAILAND THEY WILL ACCEPT 20,000, THE NUMBER WHICH I ASKED 
THEM TO INCREASE. IF OTHER COUNTRIES, SUCH AS CANADA, AUSTRALIA, 
FRANCE AND OTHERS, CAN ACCEPT MORE REFUGEES— AND I DO NOT KNOW 
WHETHER JAPAN WILL ACCEPT ANY — THE NUMBER OF REFUGEES TO LEAVE 
HERE WILL INCREASE. 

REPORTER: WHAT ABOUT THE PROBLEM OF NARCOTICS? 

KRIANGSAK: IT WAS ALSO DISCUSSED. THEY THOUGHT ABOUT HELPING 
IN TRAINING AND IN PROVIDING EQUIPMENT FOR SUPPRESSION OF OPIUM 
TRAFFICKING. 
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REPORTER: IT MEANS THEY WILL GIVE HELICOPTERS FREE OF CHARGE 
AGAIN, WON'T THEY? 

KRIANGSAK: THIS WAS ALSO DISCUSSED. THERE MAY BE THE ISSUE OF 
HELICOPTERS INVOLVED. IN PRINCIPLE, WE NEED MORE POLICEMEN AND 
ESPECIALLY MORE EQUIPMENT, SUCH AS HELICOPTERS, FOR TRANSPORTATION. 
WE WILL ALSO TRY TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF POLICEMEN FOR RAIDING 
ANYWHERE, AND TO MAKE THEIR NUMBER SUFEICIENT FOR OPERATION. 
REPORTER: THIS MEANS THAT THEY WILL GIVE US MONEY TO SPEND BY 
OURSELVES, DOESN'T IT? 

KRIANGSAK: NO. ABOUT THE POLICE, WE WILL SET UP A BUDGET WHICH 
MAY INCLUDE VARIOUS EXPENSES, IN SOME OF WHICH WE MUST COOPERATE 
WITH EACH OTHER. AT PRESENT, OTHERS COOPERATING INCLUDE AUSTRIA, 
AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, HOLLAND, ERANCE AND AMERICA. NOW, THEY 
HELP IN SUPPRESSION ONLY. AS FOR SUPPRESSION, WE HAVE OUR OWN 
SUPPRESSION FORCE, BUT OUR POLICEMEN ALSO HAVE OTHER DUTIES. WE 
MAY HAVE TO MAKE A LITTLE INCREASE OF THE NUMBER OF OUR POLICEMEN 
FOR THIS PARTICULAR PURPOSE. WE REGARD IT AS A COMMON PROBLEM. 
REPORTER: WE ARE GOING TO SET UP A SPECIAL ACTION EORCE TO DEAL 
WITH NARCOTICS, AREN'T WE? 

KRIANGSAK: OUR POLICEMEN ALSO DO OTHER JOBS, BUT THE POLICEMEN 
MENTIONED ARE READY TO DO THIS JOB IMMEDIATELY AND HAVE SUFFICIENT 
TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT, AND WE PLAN TO HAVE HILLTRIBESMEN GROW 
OTHER CROPS AND DO OTHER OCCUPATIONS, TO BE AN EXAMPLE IN THE 
NORTHERN REGION. 

REPORTER: DOES THE MINISTERIAL-LEVEL MEETING SCHEDULED TO BE HELD 
IN WASHINGTON IN JUNE HAVE TENTATIVE STATUS OR FIXED? 

KRIANGSAK: THERE ARE TWO PROPOSALS: ONE FOR JUNE, THE OTHER EOR 
AUGUST. BUT THE UNITED STATES WANTS THE MEETING TO BE HELD IN 
JUNE BECAUSE AUGUST IS NEAR ELECTIONS THERE. 

REPORTER: WAS ANY DISCUSSION MADE ON THE BORDER ISSUE? 

KRIANGSAK: BORDER WITH WHOM? 

REPORTER: THAI BORDER WITH CAMBODIA OR THE CURRENT DANGER ALL 
AROUND. 
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KRIANGSAK: WE CONSIDERED GENERAL MATTERS, GENERAL SITUATIONS. 

WE HAD AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS REGARDING THE COUNTRIES SURROUNDING 
THAILAND, THE TRIP TO CHINA, THE SITUATION IN ASIA, ASIAN FEELINGS, 

AND SO FORTH WHICH HE ASKED ME ABOUT. 

REPORTER: IN THE EVEN OF COMMUNIST ATTACK ON THAILAND...WILL 
THEY COME TO OUR ASSISTANCE? 

KRIANGSAK: ON THIS MATTER, HE SAID HE WILL MAINTAIN U.S. FORCES 
IN THIS REGION AND HE SAID ONLY THAT HE WILL KEEP PROMISES ABOUT 
MATTERS ACCORDING TO THE AGREEMENTS WITH THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


REPORTER: THAILAND IS GOING TO IMPROVE OUR RELATIONS WITH THE 
INDOCHINA COUNTRIES.... WHAT IS HIS OPINION ABOUT THIS? 

KRIANGSAK: HE IS PLEASED. HE SUPPORTS US IN THIS CASE AND ALSO 
RESPECTS OUR ROLE IN SEATO. 

REPORTER: DID PRESIDENT CARTER SEND A LETTER TO YOU WITH HIM... 

I MEAN, TO INVITE YOU TO VISIT THE U.S.? 

KRIANGSAK: YES. HE INVITED ME TO AMERICA BUT IT IS STILL NOT 
CERTAIN ABOUT THE APPROPRIATE TIME. 

REPORTER: HOW ABOUT ASSISTANCE AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION, WHAT DID 
HE SAY? 

KRIANGSAK: WE GOT TO TALK MORE ABOUT THIS. RIGHT NOW WE SPOKE 
ONLY ABOUT MAJOR PRINCIPLES. HE IS WILLING TO INCREASE ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE IN THE EUTURE. 

REPORTER: DID HE SAY SOMETHING ABOUT HIS TALK WITH PRESIDENT 
MARCOS? 

KRIANGSAK: A LITTLE. WE JUST EXCHANGED IDEAS. 

REPORTERS: HOW ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS? DID HE SAY SOMTHING? 

KRIANGSAK: NO. WE HAVE NO PROBLEM ABOUT THIS. THAILAND HAS NO 
HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEM. 

REPORTER: DID YOU TALK WITH HIM ABOUT THAI- VIETNAM RELATIONS? 
KRIANGSAK: WE JUST EXCHANGED OUR IDEAS ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE 
NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES...THAT COUNTRY...THIS COUNTRY AND THE 
ASEAN COUNTRIES. 

REPORTER: HOW ABOUT THE BORDER SITUATION BETWEEN US AND CAMBODIA? 
KRIANGSAK: THAT IS NOT CONSIDERED IMPORTANT. 

REPORTER: HE IS GOING TO VISIT THE REEUGEES, ISN'T HE? 

KRIANGSAK: HE WILL VISIT THE REEUGEE CENTER AT DIN DAENG 
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TOMORROW.. ..THE TRANSIT CENTER, I MEAN. 

REPORTER: DOES THIS MEANS THAT HE DID NOT PROPOSE TO LET THE 
REFUGEES BE MOVED TO SETTLE DOWN IN THE U.S.? 

KRIANGSAK: NO, HE DID NOT PROPOSE SO. WE JUST TALKED ABOUT HOW 
WE SHOULD MOVE THE REEUGEES EROM HERE. 

REPORTER: HOW DID YOU EEEL DURING THESE CONSULTATIONS? 
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KRIANGSAK: JUST HAPPY, (EVERYONE LAUGHS), EVERY HAPPY INDEED. 
REPORTER: HOW ABOUT HIM? 

KRIANGSAK: HE WAS HAPPY. WE WERE HAPPY (LAUGHTER). BOTH PARTIES 
WERE HAPPY. 

REPORTER: DID HE SAY ANYTHING ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS? 

KRIANGSAK: WE DO NOTHING WRONG, SO WHY SHOULD HE SAY ANYTHING 
TO US ABOUT THIS MATTER? NEWSPAPERS HERE ENJOY FULL LIBERTY AND 
AND SO DO STUDENTS AND LABORERS. SO WHAT ELSE? (LAUGHTER). THE 
PRIME MINISTER IS SO CROWDED UP THAT HE KNOWS NO WAY TO GO, SO 
WHAT ELSE IS THERE TO GIVE? WE DO OUR BEST. THERE IS NO LONGER 
ANY PROBLEM ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS. WE TRY TO HELP THE POOR, TO BRING 
ABOUT UNITY, TO MAKE EVERYONE WORK AND HELP ONE ANOTHER. WE TRY 
TO GET JOBS FOR THE UNEMPLOYED. WE DO EVERYTHING EOR THE SAKE OE 
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HUMAN RIGHTS. AS EOR STUDENTS, WE TREAT THEM WITH JUSTICE AND 
ALSO THE NEWSPAPERS. ANY PROBLEM WITH THE NEWSPAPERS? EVERYONE 
CAN GO EVEN INTO MY BEDROOM, I MEAN THOSE FROM THE PRESS. 
(LAUGHTER). SOMETIMES, THEY EVEN SNEAK INTO MY CONEERENCE ROOM 
WITHOUT NOTICE. 

REPORTER: WHAT ABOUT THE JAPANESE SUPREME COMMANDER VISITING 
THAILAND? 

KRIANGSAK: HE IS MY PERSONAL GUEST. 

REPORTER: THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 

KRIANGSAK: MAY I SAY SOMETHING MORE ABOUT THE STOCK EXCHANGE 
ISSUE. I FEEL THAT STOCK TRADING AND TAXING IS NOT RIGHTLY DONE, 

THE PROCEDURES ARE INCORRECT AND IMPROPER. WE MAY HAVE OTHER 
METHODS, ABOUT WHICH I HAVE INSTRUCTED OEEICIALS CONCERNED AND 
THE EINANCE MINISTER TO INVITE PARTIES CONCERNED WITH STOCK 
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TRADING TO GET TOGETHER AND LOOK EOR WAYS TO MAKE OUR STOCK 
EXCHANGE PROGRESS. THAT IS TO BRING STOCK EXCHANGE MANAGERS, 
STOCK TRADERS AND OTHERS TOGETHER FOR DISCUSSION. THEREFORE, 
THERE WILL BE NO MORE PROBLEM ABOUT STOCK TRADING. AFTER SUCH A 
MEETING OF GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, THE FINANCE MINISTER AND STOCK 
TRADERS, THE PROBLEM WILL BE MORE PROPERLY SOLVED SO THAT OUR 
STOCK TRADING WILL PROSPER. THIS STAGE IS SIMPLY FOR DISCUSSION. 

WE DO NOT YET KNOW IF WE WILL HAVE TO ENACT A LAW. THE FINANCE 
MINISTER HAS ALREADY CALLED THEM TO COME TOGETHER, AND I HAVE 
TAKEN ACTION ON MY PART. 

REPORTER: WHILE CONSIDERATION IS UNDERWAY, WILL ANY TAX BE 
COLLECTED? 

KRIANGSAK: WHAT IS IN EXISTENCE HAS TO CONTINUE TO EXIST UNDER 
THE RULE WHICH EXISTS TEMPORALITY, BUT ACTION WILL BE TAKEN AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE TO RECTIFY THE MATTER AND TO MAKE IT MOST PLEASING 
TO ALL PARTIES CONCERNED. EITHER A STAMP OR A LAW MAY BE ISSUED, 
DEPENDING ON THE RESULT OF AN ANALYSIS, THE OUTCOME OF WHICH I DO 
NOT KNOW. BUT IT WILL BE FAVORABLE AND BENEFICIAL TO THE NATION, 

TO STOCK TRADERS AND TO THE EFFORT TO FURTHER STOCK EXCHANGE. 
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REPORTER: MAY I ASK A QUESTION ABOUT CAMBODIA. I HEARD THAT NO 
SETTLEMENT HAS BEEN MADE ON THE INCIDENT OF CAMBODIAN 
FIRING INTO ARAN(YAPRATHET). BY THE WAY, WHICH SIDE FIRED FIRST? 

KRIANGSAK: THEY FIRED OVER HERE, WE FIRED BACK. THIS WAY 

NEVER MIND. JUST A SMALL MATTER (FIRST UP). I TELL YOU.. WE CAN 
STAY. 

REPORTER: WE WILL NOT FIGHT BACK? 

KRIANGSAK: YES. WE CAN'T NOT FIGHT BACK. 

REPORTER: WE WILL HAVE SOME TALKING WITH THEM OFFICIALLY? 
KRIANGSAK: WE JUST DEFENDED OURSELVES. UH... I WOULD LIKE TO 
ADD THAT IN THIS MEETING WE TALKED ABOUT ENERGY SOURCES SUCH AS 
OIL. THEY ARE RESEARCHING ON SOEAR ENERGY WITH SOME PROGRESS... 
NEARLY REACHING THE PRACTICAL STAGE NOW. THEY WILL HELP US ON 
THIS. WE WILL NOT WASTE MORE TIME DOING THIS KINE OF RESEARCH 
ON OUR OWN. THIS MEANS SOLAR ENERGY OR WIND ENERGY...SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT. 

REPORTER: DID YOU TALK WITH HIM ABOUT THE NATURAL GAS FOUND IN 
OUR COUNTRY? 

KRIANGSAK: I TOLD HIM ABOUT THAT. I JUST TOLD HIM THAT WE WILL 
TRY TO TAKE IT UP FOR USE WITHIN ONE MONTH. 

REPORTER: HOW ABOUT OIL SHALE... CAN THE PROJECT BE RECONSIDERED? 
KRIANGSAK: NO, WE DID NOT TALK ABOUT OIL SHALE. IT'S TOO COSTLY 
TO REFINE. 

MCGINEEY 
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